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By-Laws and History 
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ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
1907 



N 1869 AND 1870, 



BY-LAWS ^"^^^^ 

Fraternity Lodge, No. 262, Free 
and Accepted Masons. 

Artici^e I. 

style. Title and Authority, 

Section 1. This Lodg-e, located in the city 
of Ann Arbor, County of Washtenaw and 
State of Michigan, shall be known and 
hailed as Fraternity Lodge, No. 262, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and is held under 
and by authority of a charter granted by the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of the State Michigan, 
under date of January 13, 1870. 

Artici^e II. 
Co m m unications . 

Section 1. The stated Communications of 

this Lodge shall be held on the first Friday in 

each month at 7:30 o'clock, p. m. Special 

communications shall be held when called 

^ by the Master, as provided in Section 2 of 

1^^ Article IV of the Grand Lodge Regulations. 

fjT) Section 2. The annual communication 

N shall be held on the first Friday in Decem- 

- ber of each year. 






Artici^e III. 
Officers and Committees. 

Section 1. The elective officers of this 
Lodge shall be the Worshipful Master, 
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, 
Secretary', Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, 
and Tyler, elected by ballot and majority of 
votes in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 1 of Article V of the Grand Lodge 
Regulations. 

Section 2. The appointive officers shall 
be two Stewards, a Chaplain, Marshal, Or- 
ganist, Historian and such other officers as 
the Master may deem necessary. 

Section 3. The Master shall appoint a 

Finance Committee consisting of three 

members. The presiding officer of the 

Lodgp shall constitute a house committee, 

acting in conjunction with a like committee 

from each of the other bodies occupying the 

same rooms. The Master and Wardens 

shall constitute a committee on charity and 

relief. 

ARTICI.E IV. 

Duties of Officers, 

Section 1. The Master, Wardens, Treas- 
urer and Secretary shall perform such 
duties as are prescribed by the Regulations 
of the Grand Lodge. 

Section 2. The Treasurer shall also pre- 
sent to the Lodge at the stated communica- 
tion in January of each year a report of the 



receipts, disbursements and financial condi- 
tion of the Lodge. 

Section 3. The Secretary shall also pre- 
sent to the Lodge at the stated communica- 
tion in January of each year a report of its 
work, of the condition of its accounts with 
its officers and members, and of all other 
matters relating to its finances or business 
which may be under his charge. 

Section 4. The Deacons, Tyler, Stew- 
ards, Chaplain and Marshal shall perform 
such duties consonant with the usages of 
the Craft and appertaining to their respec- 
tive offices as may be required by ancient 
custom, or as the .Master may order. 

Section 5. The Historian shall procure 
photographs of the members of the Lodge 
and preserve their Masonic history. He 
shall compile the history of the Lodge and 
present in writing at each stated communi- 
cation in January of each year an historical 
account of the Lodge during the preceding 
twelve months. 

Section 6. The Secretary shall receive 
such compensation for performing the du- 
ties of his office as may be voted by the 
Lodge at its annual communication. 

ARTICI.E V. 

Duties of Contfnittees, 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Finance Committee to examine and approve 
all bills, audit all accounts, inspect the 



books of the Treasurer and Secretary, and 
present a written report to the Lodg-e at the 
stated communication in February of each 
-yean 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the 
House Committee to see that proper care is 
taken of the rooms, furniture and parapher- 
nalia of the Lodge* 

Section 3. In the interim between stated 
communications of the I^odg-e, all applica- 
tions for relief shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Relief, who shall visit the sick 
and minister to their wants and shall have 
power to expend any sum not exceeding" $10 
in any one case during" one month, which 
action shall be reported at the next stated 
communication of the Lodge. 

AkTici^E VI. 
Fees and Dues. 

Section 1. The fees for conferring the 
degrees in this Lodge shall be fifty dollars: 
For the Entered Apprentice degree, fifteen 
dollars, said fee to accompany the petition; 
for the Fellowcraft degree, fifteen dollars, 
to be paid at time of initiation; for the 
Master Mason degree twenty dollars, to be 
paid at time of passing. 

Section 2. The annual dues of each mem- 
ber of the Lodge, except honorary members; 
shall be two dollars, to be paid on or before 
the annual communication in each year. 
The Secretary, by virtue of his office, 



shall be exempt from dues, and the Lodge 
may by majority vote remit the dues of any 
brother when deemed proper. 

ArTici^e VII. 

Honorary Members, 

Section 1. For eminent service to the 
Craft or to Fraternity Lodg-e in particular, 
any brother in good standing may be elected 
to honorary membership in this Lodge, 
after the manner prescribed in Article XVI, 
Section 7, of the Grand Lodge Regulations. 

Artici^k VIII. 
Order of Business, 

Section 1. The order of business at a 
stated communication of the Lodge shall be 
as follows : 

1. Reading and approving minutes of 
last stated and intervening special com- 
munications. 

2. Reports of committees on petitions. 

3. Balloting on petitions for initiation 
and membership. 

4. Reading, receiving and referring pe- 
titions. 

5. Receiving and allowing bills. 

6. Reports of standing and special com- 
mittees. 



7. Communications. 

8. Unfinished business. 

9. New business. 

10. Conferring degrees. 

11. Reports of sickness and distress. 

Section 2. The order of business at a 
special communication shall be such as the 
Master may direct. 

ArTici^e IX. 
Amending and Suspending By-Laws, 

Section 1. These By-Laws shall be 
amended only in the manner following: 
The proposed amendment shall be presented 
in writing at a stated communication, and 
shall lie over until the next or some suc- 
ceeding stated communication, when if it 
be approved by a two-thirds vote of. the 
members present, it shall be declared 
adopted. 

Section 2. No By-Law of this Lodge, ex- 
cept that relating to the order of business 
at stated communications, . shall be sus- 
pended on any pretext whatever. 

Section 3. These By-LaCws shall be spread 
upon the records of the Lodge, and every 
amendment thereof shall be recorded by the 
Secretary in the minutes of the communi- 
cation at which it may be adopted and in an 
appropriate place in connection with the 
By-Laws themselves. 

Section 4. All former By-Laws of this 



Lodge are by the adoption of these By-Laws 
hereby repealed. 

Proposed August 3, 1906. 

Arthur M. Smith, 
John Lindenschmitt, 
Ci^AUDE J. Price, 

Committee, 

Adopted by Fraternity Lodge, Oct. 5, 1906. 



Sections of the Grand Lodgfe Regula- 
tions to which Reference is made in 
the By-Laws of Fraternity Lodg-e. 

Artici^e IV. 
Meetings — Regular and Special. 

Section 2. The By-Laws of each Lodge 
shall provide on what evening- of the week 
its meetings shall be held, and which shall 
be regular; but the Master, by giving due 
and timely notice, may call a special meet- 
ing at any other time; Provided, that no 
business shall be transacted at such meet- 
ing but that for which it shall have been 
called; and. Provided further, that no meet- 
ing shall be called or held on the first day 
of the week (or Sunday) except for funerals 
or charitable purposes. 

Artici^e V. 

Election and Installation of Officers, 

Section 1. Each Lodge at its regular 
communication next preceding the festival 
of St. John the Evangelist in each year, 
shall elect, by ballot and by a majority of 
votes, a Master, a Senior Warden, a Junior 
Warden, a Treasurer, and a Secretary, and 
at the same time all others required or per- 
mitted by Art. 1 of these regulations shall 



be elected by ballot or appointed by its Mas- 
ter elect, as the By-I^aws of each Lodge 
may direct; Provided, that no brother shall 
hold more than one office in the Lodge, and 
that no brother, except a Tyler, shall hold 
office in more than one Lodge. All officers 
shall be duly installed by a Present or Past 
Master, or by the Grand Master or his De- 
puty on or beforfe St. John's Day, and no of- 
ficer shall perform any duty of the office to 
which he may be elected or appointed until 
he has been so installed; and they shall hold 
their respective offices until their successors 
shall have been duly elected, or appointed 
and installed; Provided, that no elective of- 
ficer shall be installed by proxy. 

Artici,E VI. 
The Master — His Powers and Duties, 

Section 1. The Master shall have power — 

To congregate his Lodge whenever he 
shall deem it proper; 

To issue or cause to be issued, all notices 
and summonses which may be required; 

To discharge all the executive functions 
of his Lodge; and. 

To perform all^uch other acts, by ancient 
usage proper to his office, as shall not be in 
contravention of any provisions of the Con- 
stitution or Regulations of this Grand 
Lodge. 



Section 2. It shall be his duty — 

To preside at all meeting's of his Lodge; 

To confer all degrees in strict accordance 
with the Ritual ordained by this Grand 
Lodge; 

To give, in full, the lectures appertaining 
to each degree, at the time it is conferred; 
in accordance with such Ritual. 

To superintend the official acts of all the 
officers of his Lodge, and see that their re- 
spective duties are properly performed; 

To carefully guard against-any infraction, 
by the members of his Lodge, of its own 
By-Laws, of the Constitution and Regula- 
tions of this Grand Lodge; or of the general 
regulations of Masonry, and. 

To cause the Constitution and Regulations 
of this Grand Lodge to be read in his Lodge 
at least once in three months. 

Section 3. From the decisions of the 
Master there shall be no appeal to the 
Lodge; but appeals from his decisions and 
complaints of his acts and conduct may be 
made to the Grand Master or to this Grand 
Lodge. 

Section 4. In all cases of a tie vote, ex- 
cept votes by ballot, the Master, in addition 
to his proper vote, may have the casting 
vote. 

Section 5. For any unmasonic conduct, 
or for the neglect or violation of any duty 
imposed by the Constitution or Regulations 



of Grand Lodg-e, upon the Master of a 
Lodge, he shall be subject to removal from 
office, suspension or expulsion. 

Artici^k VII. 

Wardens — Their Powers and Duties. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Wardens to assist the Master in the per- 
formance of his duties, and to discharge all 
others which ancient usage has assigned 
to their respective stations. 

Section 2. In the absence of the Master, 
his duties devolve on the Senior Warden, 
and if the Master and Senior Warden both 
be absent, the Junior Warden succeeds to 
the duties of the Master. 

Artici^K IX. 
The Treasurer and His Duties, 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer — 

To receive and safely keep all money or 
property of every kind which shall be placed 
in his hands by the Secretary, or by order 
of the Lodge, and to give proper receipts 
therefor; 

To disburse or transfer the same, or any 
part thereof, upon the order of the Master, 
duly attested by the Secretary; 

To keep a book or books which shall con- 
tain a correct statement of his receipts and 
disbursements on account of the Lodge; 

To make to the Lodge, as its By-Laws 



may require, annual or quarterly reports, of 
its receipts, disbursements and financial 
condition; and 

To perform such other duties, appertain- 
ing" to his office, as the By-Laws may re- 
quire or the Ltodge, at any time, may direct. 

Artici^e X 
The Secretary and His Duties, 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary, under the direction of the Master — 

To record all the proceeding's of the 
L/odge proper to be written, including- its 
current receipts and disbursements, and all 
financial reports; and to submit such record 
to the I^odge at its next regular meeting for 
approval or correction, and to the Master 
for his signature; 

To prepare and to transmit a copy of such 
record, or any part thereof, to the Grand 
L/Odge, when required; . 

To collect and receive all moneys due the 
Lodge, giving his receipt therefor, and to 
pay the same promptly to the Treasurer, 
taking his receipt for the same. 

To make to the Lodge annually or other- 
wise, as its By-Laws may direct, a report of 
its work, of the condition of its accounts 
with its officers and members, and of all 
other matters relating to its finances or bus- 
iness which may be under his charge; 

To keep the seal of the Lodge and to affix 
the same, with his attestation, to all papers 



issued under its authority or in obedience to 
the requirements of the Constitution and 
Regulations of this Grand Lodge; 

To transmit to the Grand Secretary im- 
mediately after each election in the Ivodge, 
a certificate thereof, in the manner and 
form prescribed by the Grand Lodge. 

To transmit to the Grand Secretary the 
annual return of the work and condition of 
the Lodge, required in Section 40 of Grand 
Lodge By-Laws; 

To report promptly to all contiguous 
Lodges the name of each person rejected, 
expelled, suspended, or restored by his 
Lodge in the manner and form prescribed 
by this Grand Lodge. 

Section 2. He shall keep the following 
books of the Lodge, in such forms as may 
be provided; 

A Roll of Membership for the signature of 
its members in the order of their admission; 

A Ledger, in which he shall record, on 
pages alphabetically indexed, the names of 
all belonging to the Lodge; the dates of 
their initiation, passing, raising, or affilia- 
tion; the name, number and location of the 
Lodges of which those affiliated were last 
members; the age and occupation of each 
when received; the dates of their with- 
drawal, expulsion, suspension, restoration, 
or death, and their individual accounts with 
the Lodge; 

A black book, in which he shall record, 



upon pages . alphabetically arrang-ed, the 
names of all candidates rejected by his own 
L/odge, and in like manner the names of 
those rejected, expelled or suspended by 
other Lodges, so far as he shall receive the 
proper notice thereof; and, 

A register, to be kept on the Secretary's 
desk, in which each visitor shall record his 
name, and the name, number and location of 
his Ivodge. 

A properly indexed record book in which 
shall be preserved all memorials of deceased 
Grand Officers and Past Grand OflBcers as 
well as of those members of their own 
L/odges to whose memory memorials may be 
adopted by their Lodges. 

Section 3. He shall preserve the By-Laws 
of the Lodge, and the Books of Constitution 
and Regulations of the Grand Lodge, which 
may, from time to time, be published, to- 
gether with all the printed proceedings 
thereof, as promulgated by its order. 

ARTICI.E XVI. 
Membership in a Lodge, 

Section 7. No Lodge shall admit to full 
membership a brother who is a member of 
another Lodge; Provided, That an affiliated 
Master Mason in good standing, may be 
elected to honorary membership in a Lodge 
other than his own, but in each case, his 
name shall be proposed at a regular com- 
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munication, lie over for one month and then 
be voted on by ball ballot in the regular 
way, a unanimous vote in his favor being 
necessary to an election. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 
John W. Bennett, 1895. 

H. B. Dodsley, 1895. 

Archie B. Pierce, 1907. 

Reuben H. Kempf , 1907. 



HISTORY 
of Fraternity Lodge. 

Fraternity Lodge was an outgrowth from 
and the successor of Ann Arbor I^odge, No. 
85, which was chartered by the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan, June 16, 1857, and passed out 
of existence early in 1869. The death of the 
old Lodge is thus recorded in the address of 
Grand Master A. T. Metcalf, at the annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan in January, 1870 : 

On the 8th of February last I received a 
communication from the officers of Ann Ar- 
bor Lodge, No. 85, containing the statement 
that the charter of said Lodge had been lost 
by surreptitious removal from their Lodge 
room; that diligent search had been made 
for the same, but without success. I im- 
mediately issued my mandate revoking the 
powers conferred by said charter, and for- 
bidding the holding of meetings or the tran- 
saction of any business under or by virtue 
of its authority. That the property of the 
Lodge might have proper care, I appointed 
Brother G. H. Rhodes receiver, and the 
books, real and other property of the Lodge 
are now in his possession. 

Subsequently, the officers and several 
brethren of this Lodge petitioned for a dis- 
pensation to hold two regular communica- 
tions, for the following purposes, viz : 

1. To settle the business of the Lodge. 
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2. To take into consideration the formal 
surrender of the charter. 

The dispensation was granted, for reasons 
not necessary to mention at this time. The 
proceedings of the Lodge under this dispen- 
sation, a record of which was in due time 
forwarded to me, appear to have been cor- 
rect. This record, and other papers relat- 
ing to this subject, are on file with the 
Grand Secretary. 

The birth of the new L/odge followed im- 
mediately upon the demise of the old. A 
petition was presented to Grand Master 
Metcalf, praying for dispensation. It was 
signed by the following thirteen brothers : 
^ina P. King, W. D. Harriman, E. J. John- 
son, Robert M. Price, W. B. Smith, Brastus 
Root, M. V. R. Jones, J. G. Johnson, John 
N. Gott, F. Sorg, IS,. D. Kinne, George Tay- 
lor (Past Grand Chaplain) and Justus Carp- 
enter. Under date of March 22, 1869, dis- 
pensation was issued by the Grand Master 
authorizing the opening of the new lodge 
and appointing Zina P. King to be the first 
master; W. D. Harriman the first senior 
warden and Klias J. Johnson the first jun- 
ior warden. Brother King was senior 
warden of Ann Arbor Lodge, No. 85, and 
therefore the natural choice for master of 
the new lodge. Under these officers and 
with W. B. Smith, treasurer; R. M. Price, 
secretary; Aaron Long, senior deacon; Fred 
Sorg, junior deacon and S. L. Stevens as 
tyler, Fraternity Lodge held its first meet- 
ing on March 31, 1869. At this meeting 



^ve petitions for membership and ten for 
initiation were received, and on May 5, 1869, 
the I^odge conferred its first deg^ree, H. B. 
Alexander, S. R. Gregory, Andrew Winslow 
and B. A. Williams becoming Entered Ap- 
prentices on that evening. 

Report of the year's work was submitted 
to the Grand Lodge at its annual communi- 
cation held in Detroit on January 12, 13 and 
14, 1870, the record was approved and a 
charter issued. 

A special communication of the L/Odge 
was immediately called for the election of 
officers, the following being chosen : 

Worshipful Master, Sibley G. Taylor 

Senior Warden, Charles A. Horn 

Junior Warden, Justus Carpenter 

Treasurer, W. B. Smith 

Secretary, R. M. Price 

Senior Deacon, Aaron Long 

Junior Deacon, James M. Cook 

, ( Frank Weil 

Stewards, \^ tk ^^-^^ 

j J. F. Miller 

Tyler, John P. Little 

Brother Taylor had been Master of Ann 
Arbor Lodge during the last two years of 
its life, and Brother Price had served that 
Lodge as Tyler. 

These officers were installed and the 
Lodge duly constituted by Grand Master 
Metcalf on February 15, 1870. 

The Lodge was formed and met for sev- 






eral years thereafter in the hall on the third 
floor over Nos. 215 and 217 South Main 
street. For this hall Fraternity Lodge paid 
an annual rental to Ann Arbor Command- 
ery, No. 13, K. T., of $87.50. In March, 1876, 
a committee was appointed to look for other 
rooms, but no removal occurred. In 1881 
another such committee was appointed, 
but in the meantime the Lodge seems to 
have changed landlords and assumed a 
higher rental, since in the latter year the 
records show that the annual cost of the 
rooms was reduced from $25<) to $175 by 
Charles Fantile, owner of the property. 
This reduction doubtless induced our broth- 
ers to remain where they were. 

In 1884 we find the first record of agita- 
tion for club rooms on the floor beneath the 
Lodge room, an agitation which has per- 
sisted at frequent intervals to the present 
day, without definite results. In this same 
year the lodge purchased a lot in Forest Hill 
cemetery, which it still holds. 

In 1885 action was taken to secure a more 
desirable meeting-place. A committee was 
appointed to consider transfer of the hall to 
the third floor of what was then known as 
the St. James Block, now the Ann Arbor 
Savings Bank Block. The committee re- 
ported promptly at the stated communica- 
tion in March of that year and it was im- 
mediately decided to move. It is to be as- 
sumed that the other three bodies acted with 
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similar promptness. The cost of furnish- 
ing" the new quarters was $1,600, of which 
each local body assumed one fourtli. 

The new hall was dedicated with public 
ceremonies by Grand Master Arthur M. 
Clark on September 24, 1885. Refurnished 
in 1902, this hall is still our home and pro- 
vides quarters for all the local Masonic 
bodies surpassed in attractiveness by few if 
any similar lodg-e rooms in the state. In 
amount of floor space, it is claimed, no other 
Masonic hall in Michigan exceeds this. 

Fraternity Lodge originally fixed its an- 
nual dues at $3.00 per year. In 1876 the 
amount was reduced to $2.00 and five years 
later to $1.00. In 1885, however, the dues 
were again placed at $2.00, payable semi- 
annually. 

Until 1884 the regular communications of 
the L/odge were held on the first Wednesday 
in the month. This continued to be the cus- 
tom until the summer of 1892, when the by- 
laws were again amended and the time set 
for 7 p. m. on the first Friday of each month. 

In 1891, the records inform us, the plan of 
purchasing a safe was placed in the hands 
of a committee, where it seems to have per- 
ished, and our books and valuable records are 
still dangerously scattered. In this same 
year a similar fate befell the project of 
acquiring a library for the lodge. A second 
attempt to secure a library was made just 
five years later, a committee being appoint- 



